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aims should be always in consivStence with the prin-
ciple that such equality is only possible and desirable
in so far as the lowest classes are lifted to a higher
standard, morally as well as physically. Of course,
that implies approval of every variety of new institu-
tions and laws, of co-operation, of profit sharing, of
boards of conciliation, of educational and other bodies
for carrying light into darkness and elevating popular
standards of life: but always with the expi'ess con-
dition that no such institution is really useful except
as it tends to foster a genuine spirit of independence,
and to supply the moral improvement without which
no outward change is worth a button. This is a
truism, you may say. Yet, when I read the proposals
to get rid of poverty by summarily ordering people to
be equal, or to extirpate pauperism by spending a
million upon certain institutions for out-door relief,
I cannot help thinking that it is a truism which re-
quires to be enforced. The old Political Economy,
you say, is obsolete; meaning, perhaps, that you do
not mean to be bothered with its assertions; but the
old Economists had their merits. They were among
the first who realised the vast importance of deeper
social questions; they were the first who tried to
treat them scientifically; they were not (I hope) the
last who dared to speiik unpleasant truths, simply
because they believed them and believ^ci in their inv